
THE SPEAKERS (in the order of their appearance) AND OTHER 
RESOURCES 

 

jonetta rose barras is considered a pioneer in the fatherless woman’s movement. 
She is the author of the ground-breaking memoir, “Whatever Happened to Daddy’s Little 
Girl? The Impact of Fatherlessness on Black Women” (Random House 2000) and 
“Bridges: Reuniting Fathers and Daughters.” (Bancroft Press 2005) Her book “Twelve 
Steps to Reconciliation” will be released in January 2021. She is the editor of 
“Discovering Me…Without You: Teen Girls Speak About Father Absence (EPI Books 
2020) Jonetta is the founder of Esther Productions Inc., where for the past two decades 
she has been focused on healing and empowering fatherless girls and women. She is 
the visionary and co-presenter for the NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK. 
https://www.estherproductionsinc.com/ 

   

Jennifer Yolanda Okosun is a facilitator, speaker, artist and author. She is 
currently pursuing a degree in communications with a focus on Media Psychology (yes, 
it’s a thing!).  She sees her purpose as helping to guide motivated young single mothers 
in their 20’s and 30’s on their journey through personal growth and wellness. She has 
developed a self-care curriculum and will release her book later this year. She is the co-
presenter of the NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK. 
https://elevateyoungparents.com/about/ 

Larry Shaw is a social entrepreneur focused on empowering people all over the 
African diaspora to take pride in their identity and culture while giving themselves the 
education to solve their own problems in their own communities. Holding a bachelor’s in 
mass communications, Larry directed sales for fortune 500 companies before pursuing 
his social entrepreneurial journey which has him impacting youth and communities all 
over the globe. Larry is a Lecturer, author and the creator of “bARTer & build” which is a 
movement for black/African change-makers to thrive together practicing group 
economics. https://www.facebook.com/245124678949175/posts/1918434098284883/?d
=n 

 

Mike Smothers is a life-long native of Prince George's Co, Maryland. He is an every-
man, committed to giving hope to co-parents everywhere.  Author of the upcoming 
book, "The Baby Daddy Survival Guide: Common Sense Co-Parenting" - Mike has 
dedicated himself to sharing lessons and tools learned from his own personal 
experiences, mistakes and triumphs, to help others find hope and peace in their own co-
parenting journey. A father of four; Kirah, Ryan, Khari & Jayden, Mike hopes to build a 
legacy of helping those who may feel hopeless, as well as a treasure trove of dad jokes 
- that will make his children as proud of him as he is of 
them. https://www.facebook.com/michael.smothers.520 
 



 

 

Michelle M. Garcia was appointed Director of the District of Columbia Office of 
Victim Services and Justice Grants (OVSJG) in December 2015. As Director, Ms. 
Garcia provides leadership and coordination of District funded programs that serve 
victims of crime, justice-involved individuals, and youth at risk for truancy or juvenile 
delinquency. OVSJG also provides policy making expertise, advice, and counsel to the 
Executive on evidence-based practices that respond to, intervene in, and prevent 
victimization and enhance responses to trauma.  

Prior to her appointment, Ms. Garcia worked with the Stalking Resource Center of the 
National Center for Victims of Crime for nearly a decade, serving as the Director for 
over nine years. She previously served as a Program Specialist with the U.S. 
Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime and has over twenty years of 
experience working on the local, state, and national level in the movements to end 
stalking, sexual assault, and domestic and dating violence. Michelle has trained 
internationally on these issues and has published numerous articles on stalking. 
Michelle received her Master of Public Policy degree from the University of Chicago. 
https://ovsjg.dc.gov/ 

 

Linda Nielsen is a Professor in the Education Department at Wake Forest University 
in Winston Salem, NC.  She is an internationally recognized expert on father-daughter 
relationships.  In addition to her many academic articles, she has written five books on 
father-daughter relationships. For the past 26 years she has been teaching the only 
college course in the country devoted exclusively to father-daughter relationships. Her 
research and advice have been featured in such outlets as the BBC and NPR, a PBS 
documentary, Time,  Wall Street Journal, New York Times & the Washington Post.  Her 
newest book, Improving Father-Daughter Relationships: A guide for women and 
their dads, will be published in June 2020. More resources are available on her 
university website.  Website link.  https://nielsen.sites. wfu.edu/.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


